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Welcome to BERST 
 

We are pleased to present to you the 3rd issue of the e-newsletter of BERST, the acronym of 

BioEconomy Regional Strategy Toolkit, which is a Coordination and Supply Action project 

supported by EU funding under the FP7 framework. Private and public stakeholders from EU 

regions and academics from EU universities and research institutes work together with the 

ambition to deploy the bioeconomy potential in European regions.  

 

The BERST project duration is from December 2013 to December 2015. The BERST consortium 

consists of 7 regional partners from Finland, Spain, Germany, the Netherlands and Greece; and 8 

research partners from United Kingdom, Greece, Germany, Belgium, Slovenia and the Netherlands.  

 

This e-newsletter addresses researchers, policymakers and other stakeholders from within and 

outside the project who are interested in the latest research activities in the area of regional 

bioeconomy. The newsletter will keep you updated two times a year. You can also visit our website 

www.berst.eu. Read more: BERST flyer.   

 

                                               

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

                                                                                  BERST CoP meeting, Terneuzen, April 2015 

 

http://www.berst.eu/
http://www.berst.eu/EN_BERST%20Brochure%20No%201%20-%20May14.pdf
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Contact: Remco Kranendonk and Ingrid Coninx (Alterra Wageningen UR). 
 

News from BERST team 
 

 

The 3rd CoP took place on 22th April 2015 in The Biobase trainings Centre of the Biobased 

Delta in Terneuzen. The meeting was meant to showcase the Biobased Delta, to present and test 

the BERST products and to find new partners. Biobased Delta is a BERST partner region from the 

Netherlands. The meeting started with three inspirational talks from the domains of Knowledge, 

Government and Business. The presentations of the keynote speakers can be downloaded from 

the BERST website.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As next slot on the agenda, Arie van den Bent (Food and Biobased Research - part of 

Wageningen UR) gave an overview of the BERST project and introduced its products. In workshop 

sessions these BERST products were validated among a larger audience, with the aim to provide 

the BERST team new inspiration for improving the BERST toolkit: 

How to build Regional BioEconomies? That is the 

central question in a series of Community of 

Practice (CoP) sessions organised within the scope of 

the BERST project. The CoP meetings bring together 

practitioners, policymakers, companies, researchers, 

and cluster managers to jointly explore the 

development of European bioregions. The aims are to 

share experiences, to learn from each other and start 

up collaborations, with the ultimate aim of increasing 

mutual understanding and developing a toolkit that 

assists in designing and optimising the building of 

regional bioeconomies.  

First, prof. Johan Sanders from Wageningen UR 

presented the case of North of the Netherlands in 

finding new value propositions for processing 

biomass from the regional primary sector into 

building blocks for the biorefinery. In strong 

cooperation with regional stakeholders, the 

Wageningen UR research team determined 9 

potential cluster routes (see left). On the short term 

they intend to start with four of the routes.  

Second, Willem Sederel, director of Biobased 

Delta in the Netherlands, presented the Biobased 

Delta case. The focus of this region is on creating 

new strategic partnerships with other regions, in 

order to ensure the biomass availability, to create 

 

 

scale and mass in positioning a strategic positioning of the region in North West Europe with partners 

in Germany, France and UK. Also, aim of the region is to stimulate the exchange of experiences, and to 

form strong consortia with BioBased Industries (BBI).  

Third, the presentation of Rogier van de Sande from the Committee of the Regions was held by Rop 

Zoetemeyer from Biobased Delta, representing the province of Zuid-Holland. Rop mentioned a 

number of success factors that are important for stimulating a successful biobased regional 

development: political commitment, a stable business oriented approach, and the implementation of 

S3. The Committee of the Regions is encouraging its participants to focus on interregional 

cooperation.  

 

mailto:Remco.Kranendonk@wur.nl;%20Ingrid.Coninx@wur.nl
mailto:Ingrid.Coninx@wur.nl
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- Criteria and Indicators (1st product) that describe the current and potential regional 

bioeconomy were presented and discussed; visit the on-line BERST tool with Criteria and 

Indicators. Contact: Ben Gardiner and Jon Stenning (Cambridge Econometrics); 

- the on-line Instruments and Measures tool that supports the bioeconomy (2nd product) 

was presented. People got the opportunity to work with it on laptops and in small groups. 

Contact: Ruben Guisson (VITO); 

- the barriers, enabling factors and lessons learnt from the analysis on Case Studies and 

Good Practices (3rd product) were presented and discussed with the audience, focussing 

on key assets, regional development stages and bioeconomy sectors. Contact: Calliope 

Panoutsou (Imperial College); 

- factsheets with Regional Profiles were shown; build as combination of the 

aforementioned three BERST products. Factsheet no 1 compares the regional bioeconomy 

with their national average. Factsheet no 2 compares the performance of regional 

bioeconomy subsectors with their corresponding Good Practice bioeconomy subsector. 

Contact: Laura Vertainen and Anneli Ylimartimo (JAMK). 

The matchmaking workshops in the afternoon program were aimed to exchange regional 

practices and experiences, to give meaning to the potential and opportunities of lignin and fibres, 

sugars and plant components, and to find new perspectives for collaboration. The sessions were 

inspired by presentations of entrepreneurs from the organizing regions Biobased Delta and Biobase 

Westland. Contact: Peter Bijkerk (Biobased Delta) and Judith Zuiderwijk (Bio Base Westland)     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the CoP event, there were excursions to:  

- the Yara Industrial complex: this applies the principles of industrial symbiosis for being 

more sustainable and cost effective. CO2 emissions are transported from the plant to a 

nearby greenhouse area; 

- the sugar factory Cosun: this is located in Nieuw Prinsenland (www.nieuwprinsenland.nl) 

and several companies are preparing to settle in the near future. This Business Park 

Nieuw Prinsenland Management Cooperative represents and promotes the interests of 

entrepreneurs in the business park. This organization is committed to an optimal business 

environment and promotes cooperation and communication between the different 

companies; 

- the Eggplant nursery of Green Brothers (www.greenbrothers.nl): this is producing 

covering materials for the construction sector to be used at buildings and houses from rest 

materials of plant production. The initiator has shown the trajectory from idea phase to 

testing and piloting phases, and to the raise of a factory on the Nieuw Prinseland Industrial 

zone. He really invested much in gathering knowledge, creating a network in the 

construction sector and in financing his initiative. Read more: see New business cases. 

- the Centre of Expertise Biobased Economy at the Avans School of Applied Science in 

Breda. This is a National initiative to support the knowledge development and the transfer 

to new biobased business. This Centre is subcontractor in Biobased Delta.   

In the lignin and fibres workshop, the Natural 

Fibers Application Centre  presented an initiative in 

the field of biocomposites 

The sugars workshop explored several lines of 

discussion. The technological readiness level method 

has been introduced in order to position the different 

regions 

The plant components workshop explored the 

utilization of plant residues as source for materials, 

packaging, feed and chemicals; and of high quality 

plant compounds from horticulture, agriculture and 

aquatic crops for pharmaceuticals and cosmetics. 

 
 

http://berst.databank.nl/
mailto:bg@camecon.com
mailto:js@camecon.com?subject=Ben%20Gardiner
mailto:js@camecon.com?subject=Ben%20Gardiner
https://berst.vito.be/
mailto:Ruben.guisson@vito.be
mailto:js@camecon.com?subject=Ben%20Gardiner
mailto:c.panoutsou@imperial.ac.uk
mailto:c.panoutsou@imperial.ac.uk
mailto:js@camecon.com?subject=Ben%20Gardiner
mailto:Laura.Vertainen@jamk.fi
mailto:Anneli.Ylimartimo@jamk.fi
mailto:peterbijkerk@impulszeeland.nl
mailto:JudithZuiderwijk@GemeenteWestland.nl
http://www.nieuwprinsenland.nl/
http://www.greenbrothers.nl/
https://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://www.nasa.gov/content/technology-readiness-level&ei=NRlnVbN-y_BSmKqAuAY&bvm=bv.93990622,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNHtJV05x_v8etPn1v3uL604vqwJ3w&ust=1432906408362336
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The region of Straubing has gained another prominent pillar as a model region for the use of 

renewable raw materials and bioeconomy. On 25th May 2015, the Bavarian Minister for Food, 

Agriculture and Forestry, Mr. Helmut Brunner, has inaugurated the Bavarian Bioeconomy Expert 

Council whose main office will be based in Straubing at the Center of Excellence for Renewable 

Raw Materials. The goal of the council will be to develop a Bavarian Bioeconomy Strategy based on 

smart specialization and to advise Bavarian politics towards the development of a strong biobased 

economy in Bavaria and beyond. The BioCampus Straubing GmbH welcomes this positive step and 

will work in close contact with the newly established office and council in order to strengthen the 

role of Straubing as a model region within the Bavarian bioeconomy. More info, currently only 

available in German: http://www.biooekonomierat-bayern.de/Dateien/ FlyerBioOekonomieRat.pdf. 

Contact: Ann-Kathrin Kaufmann (BioCampus Straubing GmbH). 

 

 

Interactions with platforms and stakeholders 
 
The ERRIN network is a Brussels-based platform of Research and Innovation Organisations and 

Stakeholders in Regions. ERRIN aims to strengthen regional research and innovation capacities by 

exchanging information, sharing best practice, supporting European project development, policy 

shaping and profile rising. This aim is based on cooperating in a partnership approach. Through its 

13 Working Groups, ERRIN facilitates contacts between regional offices and regions so that they 

can enhance their knowledge of European policy in research and innovation and develop strategic 

European projects to strengthen regional competitiveness. ERRIN has a working group on Bio 

Economy, with 30 participating EU regions. BERST is currently connecting with this working group 

and engaging the ERRIN regions in the BERST development. The BERST team has regular contacts 

with the ERRIN network and joins their workshops. The final BERST conference will be organised 

in cooperation with the ERRIN working group Bio Economy and the Committee of the Regions. 

Contact: Remco Kranendonk and Ingrid Coninx (Alterra Wageningen UR). 

New business cases, bioregional initiatives  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Presentation, lectures, social media, etc. 
 

 

Triggered by other sectors and by thinking out-of-the-box, 

they made contact with a new technology where in fact the 

fibres of the harvested aubergine crop (or other green 

residual products) were recycled into high quality ecological 

façade cladding with a long lifespan. Strictly natural products 

are used in this procedure, which can be described simply as 

fossilisation. Also very little energy is needed for the 

production, making the CO2 footprint extremely small.   

 

 

 

 

The Groenewegen brothers, complemented by Wilfried 

Martens and Patrick Franke, are the people behind Nova 

Lignum. Durable entrepreneurship is in their blood say these 

"Greenbrothers", as their aubergine nursery is called. 

Inspired by an inner drive to achieve something special, and 

to show that this is "naturally" possible, they eventually 

decided to set up Nova Lignum. 

    

 

Aubergine fibres, verge grass or pruning waste as building 

materials; it all sounds too green to be true. But we have big 

ambitions: In 2030 it will be possible to make vegetable 

waste flows from the structural work of a building with the  

 
Moxy echnology!https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=61a7cYyP5A0&feature=player_embedded. 

Contact: Judith Zuiderwijk (Bio Base Westland) 

http://www.biooekonomierat-bayern.de/Dateien/%20FlyerBioOekonomieRat.pdf
mailto:Ann-Kathrin.Kaufmann@biocampus-straubing.de
mailto:Remco.Kranendonk@wur.nl;%20Ingrid.Coninx@wur.nl
mailto:Ingrid.Coninx@wur.nl
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=61a7cYyP5A0&feature=player_embedded
mailto:JudithZuiderwijk@GemeenteWestland.nl
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On 3rd June 2015, Ljubljana University co-organised a conference together with the Chamber of 

Commerce and the EU funded BERST and Poly4EmI projects. In the workshop presentation, 

our colleague Luka Juvančič emphasized the areas: 

1. food value chain, packaging; 
2. biobased materials  in health-related industries; 
3. advanced bio-based materials. 

The cases of BioBase Westland and Nova Lignum, that were presented at the CoP3 meeting of 22th 

April 2015 in Terneuzen (find more under item 'News') were taken as inspirational Good Practice 

cases.  

Contact: Luka Juvancic (Ljubljana University). 

 

 

 

 

During the 26th May 2015, Madrid Science Park 

organized a finance access session with bilateral meetings, 

oriented to innovative and technological solutions related 

with clean-tech (energy, new materials, recycling, waste 

management, green chemistry and sustainable) activities. 

Representatives from the National Centre of 

Environmental Technologies CIEMAT sponsored the event, 

where different financial options, public and private, where 

exposed and debated with the collaboration of the 

different speakers and assistants. There was also time for 

networking and 25 bilateral meetings. Contact: David 

Arbelo Lautre (Madrid Science Park). 

 

At the end of April 2015, PCM representative and Berst project team member, David Arbelo, held a 

meeting with Ms Silvia Lopez, cluster developer manager from Avebiom, the Spanish biomass 

cluster. Issues as trends and support for the biomass sector were discussed, while the project tools 

and data were presented for further contrasting and evaluation. Contact: David Arbelo Lautre 

(Madrid Science Park). 

 

 

Ann-Kathrin Kaufmann represented the regional partner 

BioCampus Straubing GmbH at the European 

Workshop “Advanced Biofuels, Biorefinery and Bio-

Economy: A Challenge for Central and East European 

Countries” in Bratislava (25th March 2015). The two-day 

workshop was organized by the Faculty of Natural 

Sciences, University of SS. Cyril and Methodius in Trnava 

in cooperation with ICARST, Bratislava. CEI and JRC have 

been sponsors and co-organizers of this event. During the 

workshop, around 80 representatives from academia, 

public authorities and industry were informed about the 

chances and problems of Eastern Europe in the light of a 

growing European Bioeconomy. In her presentation on 

the chances of the Danube area for a biobased economy 

and on  

 

 

 

the role of inland water navigation for biomass logistics, Ann-Kathrin Kaufmann also got the chance to 

introduce the audience to the BERST initiative. More info here: http://www.abbe2015-workshop.eu/ 

Contact: Ann-Kathrin Kaufmann (BioCampus Straubing GmbH). 

 

  

mailto:Luka.juvancic@bf.uni-lj.si
mailto:david.arbelo@fpcm.es
mailto:david.arbelo@fpcm.es
mailto:david.arbelo@fpcm.es
http://www.abbe2015-workshop.eu/
mailto:Ann-Kathrin.Kaufmann@biocampus-straubing.de
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Repl y 

 

 

 

 

Calendar/Upcoming events 
 

For upcoming (and past) events related to the BERST project please have a look at our BERST 

website under News and Events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the 26th May 2015, BERST project partner 

Centre for Research and Technology Hellas 

(CERTH), with the cooperation of AKARPORT S.A., 

organized a conference entitled: “Bioeconomy & 

Industrial symbiosis: concepts for promoting 

sustainable growth and development”. 

The conference was  jointly organized in the 

framework of the BERST project and the EPIC 2020 

(Symbiotic bio-Energy Port Integration with Cities by 

2020) project, which is co-funded by the EU 

Intelligent Energy Europe Programme. Its sessions: 

1. opportunities of using the results of the BERST 

project for promoting regional bioeconomies; 

2. introduction to the industrial symbiosis concept, 

especially as concerns its application to port sites 

and bioenergy and biomaterial resources 

participating in the EPIC2020 project; 

3. status of Greek R&D on these sectors and 

 

The 3rd Steering Committee BERST meeting will take place 

on 31th August and 1st September 2015 in Saarijärvi (Finland) 

and is hosted by JAMK University of Applied Sciences and 

our regional partner Keski-Suomen Liitto. In this internal 

project meeting, the progress of the work plan will be discussed. 

Contact: Laura Vertainen and Anneli Ylimartimo (JAMK), Hannu 

Koponen (Keski-Suomen Liitto) 

 

 

 

After the 3rd Steering Committee meeting, several BERST partners will present the BERST 

products on the Bioenergy 2015 Conference, 2nd-4th  September 2015 in Jyväskylä. Read 

more: http://www.bioenergyevents.fi/Home. 

Contact: Laura Vertainen and Anneli Ylimartimo (JAMK), Hannu Koponen (Keski-Suomen 

Liitto). 

 

 

 

 

 

experiences and planning of Greek partners in both projects. 

The conference programme and presentations are available for download on the BERST website. 

Contact: Manolis Karampinis (CERTH) and Myrna.vanLeeuwen@wur.nl (LEI Wageningen UR) 

 

http://www.berst.eu/News.aspx
http://www.berst.eu/
http://www.epic2020.eu/
http://www.epic2020.eu/
http://www.epic2020.eu/
mailto:Laura.Vertainen@jamk.fi
mailto:Anneli.Ylimartimo@jamk.fi
mailto:hannu.koponen@keskisuomi.fi
mailto:hannu.koponen@keskisuomi.fi
http://www.bioenergyevents.fi/Home
mailto:Laura.Vertainen@jamk.fi
mailto:Anneli.Ylimartimo@jamk.fi
mailto:hannu.koponen@keskisuomi.fi
http://www.berst.eu/PublicationDetail.aspx?id=1052
mailto:Manolis%20Karampinis%20%3ckarampinis@certh.gr%3e
mailto:Myrna.vanLeeuwen@wur.nl
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Pre Announcement (tbc) 

 

Final event of BERST project will take place on 14 th October 2015, from 

17h00-19h00, in the Scottish House in Brussels   

As part of the Open Days of the Regions and Cities, the BERST consortium will organise its 

final session. This event will be organised in close cooperation with ERRIN, the working group 

Bio Economy and the Committee of the Regions.   

The event will be an informal session with short presentations on the BERST products, a 

market place and drinks. The elements of the BERST toolkit and BERST partners will show their 

regional profiles.  

The final invitation and information for registration will be distributed to the BERST network and 

to the network of our organising partners.  

 

 

 

BERST working papers and tools 

BERST CoP meeting No 3. A reflection report of the 

3rd  Community of Practice meeting in Terneuzen, the Netherlands, 22-23 April 2015.  

 

BERST Deliverable 3.1. Lessons learned from Good 

Practices, Imperial College (eds), 31 May 2015.  

  

http://www3.lei.wur.nl/BerstPublications/D5.16%20CoP3%20Terneuzen%20(NL)%20Reflection%20Report.pdf
http://www3.lei.wur.nl/BerstPublications/D3.1%20GoodPracticesInSelectedBioeconomySectors_8June15.pdf
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BERST Deliverable 1.1 Criteria and Indicators 

describing the bioeconomy, Cambridge (eds.), 30 April 2015.  

 

On-line Catalogue with Instruments and Measures 

supporting the bioeconomy, VITO (eds.), 30 September 2014. 

http://www3.lei.wur.nl/BerstPublications/D1.1%20Criteria%20and%20Indicators%20describing%20Regional%20Bioeconomy%20(Oct%202014).pdf
https://berst.vito.be/

